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Declaration of Kuwaiti Women 2014

Women's Equality Progress for All

We are the men and women of Kuwait, supporters of the rights of women and representatives of Kuwait’s
formal and private sectors and civil societies, working in the field of women's empowerment and
community awareness of women’s rights, and attendees of the United Nations House celebration of
International Women's Day in March 2014.

In the belief of justice and equality preserved in the Constitution of the State of Kuwait,

And in recognition of the pioneering role of Kuwaiti women during prosperity and crisis - which
manifested itself during the invasion of Kuwait - in resistance, martyrdom and polarization of the world to
support the cause of their homeland,

In awareness of what has been demonstrated by Kuwaiti women from merit and excellence in the fields
of knowledge and work, we believe in their right to enjoy their rights as citizens without any form of
discrimination.

We urge all parties and partners to implement the following:

1. Request the State of Kuwait to ratify international conventions related to women, to follow their
respective protocols, and to work to implement the recommendations of the committees of these
agreements and the withdrawal of the reservations.

2. Support the development of policies and affirmative action to enhance the capacity of women and push
for their participation in the economic, social and political fields.

3. Achieve a minimum of 30% female presence in the Parliament of Kuwait, all in decision-making
positions.

4. Adopt the principle of equality between men and women in the granting of citizenship to a woman’s
children.

5. Protection of women with Kuwaiti nationalities, and their minor children, from withdrawal of their
nationality in the event of repercussions from the withdrawal of the husband’s nationality.

6. Empower women to participate in the electoral process, lifting of discrimination against women in the
election law and the confirmation of their participation on the basis of citizenship.

7. Seek to expedite the issuance of the Family Law.




8. Work on activating the role of Vision Centers, facilitating the role of the foster mother to allow her to
take educational and health-related actions, and facilitate extraction of related official documents.

9. Give women the right to sign the marriage contract and attend the signing in person before the
authorized official.

10. Urge the State of Kuwait to take the necessary and appropriate measures to ensure the effective
equality of women in the enjoyment of economic rights, and to guarantee protection from all forms of
discrimination.

11. Ensure equal housing rights between Kuwaiti men and women.

12. Take the necessary measures in modifying basic laws to ensure that Kuwaiti women married to non-
Kuwaiti men attain the same rights as Kuwaiti men married to non-Kuwaiti women.

13. Modify the employment policy and eliminate all forms of discrimination between male and female
employees.

14. Adopt a policy that spreads awareness about the laws that pertain to women's rights and their
enablement.

15. Improvement of the Social Security Policy in particular, and the laws in both the public and private
sectors in general.

16. Develop a strategy, engaging all media and communication outlets, targeting all segments of society,
and aiming at raising awareness of women's rights.

17. Cooperation of various official institutions in Kuwait with civil societies in accordance with a
properly funded master plan to raise societal awareness towards the rejection of a culture of
discrimination and violence against women.

18. Modify and cancel all laws, decrees, and regulations that bear a direct or indirect form of
discrimination or violence against women, and work to fill in the legislative gaps related to women’s
rights.




